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Executive News 
The end of the term is fast approaching and spring is definitely in the air.  Thank you to all the families that have ensured 
their child/ren has a hat to wear on the playground and for PE lessons.  Hats are available at the front office to purchase.  
Please do ensure you put your child's name on the hat.  Flat caps are not to be worn at school as they are not sun smart. 

The library is looking very colourful with all the book displays created by the students during book week. Next time you 
are passing by have a look.  Next term the school will again be participating in the Great Book Swap.  This event is where 
students bring in one pre-loved book that they no longer read and swap it for another book.  A gold coin donation goes to 
the Indigenous Literacy Foundation to support literacy for indigenous children in remote communities. Over the past few 
years we have swapped over 200 books and enjoyed looking at all the books others have enjoyed reading. There will also 
be the annual Book Fair in November - a great opportunity to buy some quality books! 

Last week several of our students attended the ANU Science Extension Day along with other students from Richardson 
and Calwell Primary Schools and Calwell HS.  This was organised by our Science teacher, Sarah Fletcher. The students 
were challenged with some great activities and from all reports were wonderful ambassadors for our school.  Brooke 
Wood, our PE teacher, has also organised some great sporting experiences for different groups of students. The 5/6 
classes in particular have enjoyed a series of orienteering classes. We have also had a group of students compete at a 
cricket carnival using the skills they have developed at lunchtime cricket clinics. These activities happen because of the 
great effort of our teachers.  Thank you Sarah and Brooke for all your hard work in extending out students. 

Friday's Preschool Spring Fete was a great success - thanks to all those who supported this fundraising event for our 
preschool.    

This Thursday we are having a TRUST parent workshop at  9.15am.  More information is included in the newsletter.  This 
is a useful workshop for parents and carers to learn how to best support their child/ren through difficult times. 

Next Thursday we will be having our Learning Journey from 2.30-4.30pm. This is a great opportunity for your child/ren to 
show off their classroom and the learning that they do each day. We do encourage you to come along. It is always lovely 
to see the great pride your children show in what they do at school. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Year 1/2 assembly on Friday, our final assembly for the term.  
Just looking back on all the events that have happened or about to happen shows what a busy place Theodore PS is! 

Rowan Simpkin 
Executive Teacher  
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SCHOOL DATES AND INFORMATION  
Dates to Remember 
16 September   K to Yr 6  Crazy Colour Day   

17 September  'TRUST" Supporting Kids & Families  
     through  tough times  
     Time: 9.15am to 10.30am School   
     Where: School Library  
23 September   Preschool Art Show Koala's, Bilbies & Possums 

24 September   Learning Journey 

Notes sent home with this Newsletter 
Yr 2   Royal Life Saving ACT Aqua Safe Program 

Preschool  Reptiles Inc Excursion 

Notes and Money to be returned 
16 Oct  Preschool Reptiles Inc Incursion  
  Note & Money 

23 Oct  Yr 2 Royal Life Saving ACT Aqua Safe Program 
  Note & Money 

27 Nov Final Camp payment  Yr 3/4 & 5/6 2016    
 

Assemblies and Awards 
 
18 September   Year 1/2 Assembly &  

         Student of the Month Award 
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BILBIES NEWS 
Dear Bilby Families,  

We are quickly coming to the end of Term 3 and what a wonderful term 
the children have enjoyed. The supportive learning environment has encouraged 
participation through hands on investigation which has allowed children to become 
involved in their learning. As the children become confident and involved learners in their 
environment (EYLF Learning Outcome 4), it gives children the confidence to experiment, 
explore and try out new ideas. This has been evident in the continued creativity and 
imagination children have shown through art, dramatic play, building with a range of 
manipulative objects and their contributions to discussions. 

Play always provides opportunities for children to learn as they discover, create, improvise 
and imagine.  These skills in turn help develop communication (including early literacy and 
numeracy), and social and emotional skills.  Equally as important, by focusing on learning 
through play, a preschool environment ensures that a child’s first experience of education 
is achievable yet at times challenging, that it allows for effective engagement in a variety 
of open ended learning experiences and it is FUN!.  This helps shape a positive and 
realistic attitude towards learning. 

Science is about learning about our world and the processes that underpin it. Science is 
constantly part of everything we do. Scientists work in a way that parallels the way that 
children explore, take risks,  investigate and make sense of the world around them. This 
process in children is called PLAY!. The most exciting scientific developments are a result 
of open ended research that results in new theories, explanations and discoveries. When 
we encourage children to work scientifically we are aiming to “turn children on” to the 
excitement of science, encourage good thinking skills, demystify science and ensure 
children are scientifically literate. 

As part of the National Australian Science week, we had an emphasis on science 
activities including an exciting Science Morning. We welcomed many families who were 
involved with their children in making helicopters, finding out about kitchen chemistry, 
discovering the illusion of seeing a bird in a cage and painting using a magnet and 
magnetic marble to create a picture.  
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This term we have introduced Focus Groups where Janene and I have half the 
group each. We each plan a specific activity for the group for approximately 20 
minutes on Monday and Tuesday mornings. We  swap the groups so all children 
are involved in each of our activities. Focus groups provide the potential for 
intentional teaching. The planning and implementation of purposeful and 
thoughtful learning opportunities will promote children’s learning. The aim of the 
focus groups will be to provide worthwhile and challenging experiences that will 
actively involve all children in their learning.  In small groups children will enhance 
their knowledge and thinking skills through the specific introduction of new concepts. Children will have opportunities to 
share knowledge, question, take risks, problem solve, develop language skills, predict, plan, develop self confidence, 
develop an awareness of others and positively engage in activities.  

Book Week gave us all a chance to dress up in our favourite book character and take part in the parade in the primary 
school hall. We took the opportunity to start borrowing books from the preschool library.  The children require a Library 
bag to borrow a book. Families can help their child borrow a book any day by writing the date and title in the ' book for 
borrowing library books'. When the book is returned the title is crossed out and the new book title written in the book. 
We were able to purchase 2 new book stands to display our books and this has further encouraged children to enjoy 
looking at a variety of books in a relaxing and engaging area where they can 'read’ and retell stories alone or in small 
groups. Take the opportunity to read to your child as often as possible. Good stories will encourage a love of reading and 
there are so many great stories to read. 

To celebrate Father’s Day we invited all dads, grandpas and significant males in 
your child’s life to come along to preschool and together share some preschool 
experiences. Thank you to everyone who was able to come along and share some 
preschool experiences with your child. 

We value all family involvement in the program, whether it is staying to help your 
child write their name, bringing in wonderful donations, joining in puzzle time or 
just being part of our investigations. It has been especially pleasing to see all the 
amazing Wire Projects that families have created with their preschooler. Janene 
and I have been amazed at the imagination and creativity that has been given to 
all the wire constructions. It has been very rewarding to hear the children’s 

excitement and pride as they retell the process that was involved. Thankyou to all the families for making this such a 
wonderful activity. Please come and check out the display of wire creations. This term Bella Bilby has begun her 
sleepovers with every child in the group. It has again been wonderful to talk with the children and share the adventures 
Bella has with each family with drawings, photos and stories recorded on the paper provided. It is important Bella Bilby is 
brought back in her bag at the next preschool session so another child can have a turn. Bella has already had some 
exciting adventures and we cannot wait to hear what she has been up to next!   

We have noticed that some children are bringing toys from home. It is lovely to share things from home and show other 
children your special toys. Sometimes however toys can become lost or other children want to play with them and that 
can be upsetting for the owner of the toy. Please can all toys stay at home but if they do come to preschool we will ask that they 
stay safe in school bags during the day. Thank you for your assistance. 

Til next time  Karen and Janene 
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Science News 
with Sarah 
Fletcher 

I would like to begin by thanking the awesome students of 
Theodore for enabling me to have THE BEST JOB EVER!! I 
love exploring the world of science with you and even 
though I have now been teaching science for a long time I 
still get amazed at the new ideas and thoughts I hear from 
you every day. 

This Term has been another productive one in science. The 
K-2 students have worked towards earning their Engquest 
certificates with their investigations around Simple 
Machines. The students displayed real skill and 
understanding as we explored simple machines and built 
our civil engineering masterpieces. I am still in awe of 
Kayleigh and Kira from Mrs Cox’s kindergarten class who 
managed to build a flag pole that was not only stronger 
than mine but taller too! 

The 3/4 students have also been working diligently towards 
earning their Engquest certificates as they investigated the 
work of civil engineers, mechanical engineers, electrical 
engineers and chemical engineers. Through their research 
and hands on investigations they were able to achieve some 
masterful designs and models to demonstrate their 
knowledge. 

I was really lucky to be able to engage in one of my 
favourite units of work with the 5/6 students this term, ‘A 
Mixture of Solutions’. The senior students tell me they had 
a lot of fun learning about the differences between 
solutions and mixtures and then applying their knowledge 
to real world problems. I’m pretty sure that their favourite 
session was the one looking at particle size and agitation in 
relation to the rate of dissolving as it involves the eating of 
maltesers. 

Again, thankyou lovely Theodore students for making my 
days at work something I truly look forward to. 

Sarah Fletcher 

TOUCH 
FOOTBALL 
Dear Parents, 
 
Sporting Schools is up and 
running and we had our 
first session of basketball 
at lunchtime on Tuesday.  
Thank you to all the 
students who put in their 
best effort and had fun.  
There was a large group 
of students participating 
and they were all active. 

Well done to the year 3-6 students who committed 
themselves to cricket sessions and have attended Cricket on 
Fridays in the last two weeks.  All students have been 
having fun learning and practising new skills. 

During term 4 the junior summer touch football 
competition for both boys and girls will begin on Monday 
afternoons at Wanniassa.  If you are interested in having 
your child play in a Theodore team please return the slip 
below.  If you can help or are interested in developing your 
touch football coaching skills to assist coaching or managing 
a Theodore team please indicate. 
As a “Sporting School” we would like to encourage as many 
children to participate both in and out of school to 
represent Theodore. We will need the support of parents 
and the community to help.   

If you have any questions please see Brooke Wood. 

Touch Football - Permission slip 
My child _________________________________   in class 
__________________  would like to be part of  
 Theodore Touch football team.  
I ______________________________________ will/will not 
be available to support with coaching the team. 
I _______________________________________will/will 
not be available to support managing the team. 

Contact Details:  
____________________________________ 

Signed: ______________________________ 
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School News 

 

Community 
News 

The Erindale Community Education program offers evening 
classes during school terms. These classes are held at the 
Erindale College, McBryde Crescent, Wanniassa. 

The start date for term 4 is Monday 19th October. 

The categories offered are courses in- 

Art Craft & DIY, Computing, Cooking, Dance, Health Wellbeing 
& Personal Development, Languages & Health & Fitness 

Please check our website for course outlines; 
www.erindalecep.com.au Or Phone: 6142 2944 for enquiries 
and bookings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.erindalecep.com.au/
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Thank you  
 

A huge “Thank You” to all the 

wonderful parents who helped out for the 

Preschool Mini- Fete, and in particular 

Michelle Bruce for organising it all!! 

Thanks heaps, it was great! 
 

The SRC would like to thank everyone 
who participated in buying a bag tag. 

As a school we raised $100. 

The $100 will go towards painting the lines 
on the basketball court, handball courts and 

the backboards of the basketball hoops. 

A very big thank you to Gallifreyan Pendants 
for making the bag tags. 

SRC Executive 
 
 
 



          
            
 

 
Theodore Primary School – “Growing in Knowledge and Understanding” 

 

 

School Holiday Program  
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