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Executive News 
 
This week our Kindergarten students celebrated 101 days of school. The dress up theme was 101 Dalmatians and there 

were a variety of creative dog costumes on show. Everyone had a lot of fun. Thank you to the kindergarten team of Tori 

Barbaro, Annette Schubert, Kirsten O’Neill and Cate Whelband for organising a truly memorable day. 

On Friday this week the long-awaited Year 3/4 Birrigai excursion is happening. The students will spend the day at the 

beautiful Birrigai outdoor facility participating in a number of challenging and enjoyable activities. We hope they have a 

great time and applaud them all for their patience after many changes to this excursion due to COVID-19 restrictions and 

bad weather.  At least the weather forecast for Friday is much better than the last planned visit. Have a great time Year 

3/4! 

Two of our teachers, Vicki Hunt and Alannah- Rei Castledine have been selected by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment 

and Reporting Authority (ACARA) to participate in a curriculum review. Vicki will be working with a small team to give 

feedback on the Arts curriculum and Alanah-Rei will be involved in giving feedback 

on the Maths curriculum. This acknowledges the expertise of our teachers and is a 

huge honour for Vicki, Alanah-Rei and our school.  

Last week the students and staff celebrated Book Week with book readings, a dress 

up parade and an online assembly. Congratulations to all the students who received 

awards for improving their reading this term. We are very proud of you all.  

One young reader showed Mr Pepper and I today just how well he can read. Charlie 

H read us the book “Charley’s First Night’ by Amy Hest and Helen Oxenbury. Mr 

Pepper was so impressed with Charlie’s reading that he decorated Charlie’s face with 

a lot of stickers. Congratulations Charlie!  

Debbie Martens  

Principal 
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School News 
Dates to Remember 
4 Sep Year 3/4 Birrigai Day Excursion 
9 Sep Walkathon Preschool  9.15am to 10.15am 
9 Sep Waste Free Lunchbox Day 
11 Sep CEIS    Only students with parental permission provided  
     Permission note on page 13  
16 Sep Reptile Inc Incursion Preschool  

Koala group    9.30am to 10.30am  
Possums group  10.30am to 11.30am  

21 Sep Kindergarten Zoo Excursion 
22 Sep World car free day 

 Notes sent out   
27 Aug Year 4 & 5 Expression of interest Borambola Camp 15 to 17 March 2021 
27 Aug Year 5 & 6 Health Unit  Growth & Development 
27 Aug Preschool Reptile Zoo incursion 
27 Aug BASE Assessment   Kindergarten Only 
31 Aug Year 3/4 what to bring to Birrigai 
3 Sep World Car Free Day 
3 Sep Theodore PS Cookbook  
Notes to be returned 
7 Sep National Zoo & Aquarium Kindergarten   Note & Money 
11 Sep Reptile Zoo Incursion Preschool    Note & Money 
11 Sep Book Club Issue 6 Closes    
18 Sep ‘design a new mode of active travel’   Competition due 
25 Sep Year 5/6 2021 Camp to Borambola   Note and Money 
25 Sep Theodore Cookbook     Note Only 

Stranger Safety Message 
This is reminder to help our children understand the importance of stranger safety and the need 
to report any unusual incidents or approaches to staff immediately. 
If you become aware of an incident or notice anyone acting suspiciously around a school or child, 
contact police immediately on 131 444 or in the case of an emergency call 000. If you witness 
incidents or if you have any information that could assist Police, contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 
333 000. Information can be provided anonymously. 

Please support us to keep our children safe by having conversations about moving safely around the community and what 
to do if they ever feel unsafe. You may wish to visit the AFP website section on Child Safety for tips. In addition, the 
Safety4Kids is a non-government website that has useful information and links. The Constable Kenny website also has a 
number of tips for parents. 
The school and the Education Directorate will continue to work with ACT Policing on this issue.  
Contact:  schooloperations@act.gov.au   Phone: 620 53313 

Kindergarten Health Checks  
Canberra Health Services is offering a targeted kindergarten health check concentrating on 
vision and hearing.  

These health checks are performed in clinics at the City Health Centre Mondays and Fridays and 
there will be appointments most days in the school holidays.                
Please phone Central Intake Line on 51249977 
 

mailto:schooloperations@act.gov.au
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Kindergarten News 

What a busy start to 2020 we have had!  It is hard to believe that your little Kindergarten person has already been 

at school for over 100 days.  

This term we have been super busy with our first book week, our first excursion and a Kindergarten assembly to 

come. This week we are super excited to be celebrating Kindergartens 101st Day of School on Wednesday with a 

dalmatian dress up day and a community afternoon tea.  

Miss Schubert, Mrs Whelband and Miss O’Neill have been blown away by the enthusiasm and ideas students 

have displayed in their writing.  It has been rewarding to see the students trying new things and taking risks to 

create personal best writing. This term we have been focusing on the writing cycle and fairy tales, the children 

absolutely loved this unit of work as they were able to publish their very own fairy tale with help from our senior 

buddies to type them up. Check out some of our great published fairy tales below.     

For Maths this term we have had a blast learning about capacity, fact families and location. The students loved 

taking our learning to the outdoors to explore positional language such as above, below and next to. We have 

also been busy extending our confidence, skills and strategies in problem solving. We definitely have some very 

clever little mathematicians on our hands! 

Kindergarten has had an incredible time in Science this term and have loved participating in the hands-on 

experiments to discover more about materials and how the properties of materials can change when heated or 

cooled. We look forward to delving deeper into this topic and answering the student’s wonderings about this 

area.   

In Week 10 the Flamingos, Owls and Ducks will be attending our very first excursion of the year to the National 

Zoo and Aquarium to extend our knowledge of animals for our information reports unit of work. We are looking 

forward to learning and sharing our experiences with you.  

Thanks!  
Kirsten, Annette, Cate 
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Year 1 & 2 News 

Heading into the last few weeks of Term 3, students in Yackatoon have been busy working on fables in 
writing lessons. We've been exploring the traditional animal characters in fables and linking it back to what 
we learnt about animal characteristics for our information reports. We looked at what morals are and wrote 
our own life lessons and have been doing more shared writing to focus on the short text structure. 

We've been making connections between the books we're reading and our own lives, the world around us 
and other texts. We're also getting stuck into the reading strategy visualising and learning to create mental 
pictures. 

In Mathematics, we've been discovering different addition strategies and learning to pick the most effective 
to help us solve specific problems. 

We can name, draw and recreate models of 2D shapes and 3D objects after finishing our measurements unit. 
Next, we're onto location and position which ties into our inquiry focus on geography and Indigenous 
Nations across Australia. 

Students participated in special events this term such as Bullying No Way Day and Book Week.  

Students participated in different activities across the school for Bullying No Way Day on Friday 21st August.  

In Yackatoon, we had a focus on what bullying is, how it affects us and how those who bully feel when they’re 
bullying someone. Students participated in role-plays, created their ultimate safe and supportive school, and 
worked together to create their own anti-bullying messages. 

Book Week was a highlight this term for both students and teachers. There were some really engaging 
literacy learning based on the theme each day. We read the shortlisted books throughout the week and on 
Friday had an Assembly to celebrate our reading award winners and to watch a recorded teacher 
performance of 'We're Stuck' by Sue DeGennaro. 

1/2 EB were delighted when Miss Birse tried to 
read Fox in Sock by Dr Seuss in one go. It was 
quite the tongue twister!  

1/2 SB were all giggles Monday morning to find 
their teacher turned into Dobby the House Elf. 

1/2 MP had the Queen of Hearts teach them 
about the properties of 3D objects and their 
nets in Maths. They made note of her card 
resembling a rectangular shape. 

And 1/2 LH went in search for their teacher Ms 
Lloyd after Break 1 as she was dressed for our 
Where's Wally theme. They found her hidden 
behind a chair in seconds. 
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We've had great fun in the past few weeks with our buddy classes as well. 

Every Tuesday morning, 1/2 LH and 3/4 AA meet in the library to participate in buddy reading. They take 
turns reading to their buddies and exploring books they love! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Friday morning, 1/2MP meet with 5/6JM for buddy time. 
They start with a reading activity on the chrome books and have 
just recently started work on a Google Classrooms document 
about their favourite things. Within this activity they are 
learning skills like changing the size and colour of fonts, using 
the mousepad more effectively and copying and pasting images. 
"We thank our 5/6 buddies and Mr Muir for helping us". 

 We're looking forward to more fantastic learning from our 
students as we edge closer to the end of term!!! 

Thank you for your ongoing support and fantastic 
costume-making skills!! 

The Yackatoon Team 
Eliza, Savannah, Mary, Mel, Susan and Kellie. 
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LSU News 

We were lucky enough to have our new outdoor learning area open 

this term so we have been busy exploring and enjoying this space. 

The outdoor area has a sandpit, deck area, a track around some soft-

fall turf and a garden for us to enjoy. Here are our favourite activities 

to do in our outdoor area:  

Jason  I like the outdoor area because I like playing basketball. 

Tino   I like the outdoor area because I play Sonics. 

Charlie I like the outdoor area because I like playing Sonic. 

Jessica I like our outdoor area because I like to play netball. 

Jareth  I like the outdoor area because I like running. 

Taneesha  I like the outdoor area because I like playing basketball 
  out there. 
Anastasia  I like the outdoor area because I can play with my     

   friends out there and it gives us fresh air and it's better 

   than being on the chrome book. 
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PBL NEWS - Positive Behaviour for Learning 

Welcome to week 7 of term 3! We have seen an increase in safe, respectful learnings around Theodore 
primary. Well done especially to the junior students and their noticeable amount of effort when following 
expectations on the playground at break times. Keep up the great work! 

Our focus for the next fortnight is being safe, respectful, learners in the senior and junior toilets. We will be 
explicitly teaching these PBL expectations in these areas on duties to help minimise any issues. Here are 
the expectations: 
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Family & Community News – PLAYGROUP 

Last week our playgroup children got involved in book week and dressed up as their favourite characters – which was 
lots of fun.  

We welcome all children 5 and under to playgroup. 

When    Every Friday  

Where   Theodore Preschool Portable Building 

Time  9.10am to 10.30am  

  During the school term 
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Dear Parents, 

We are participating in the Redgum Book Club virtual catalogue this term. Every order will earn resources and books 
for our school. To view the current catalogue open link Redgum Term 3 Catalogue 

New release titles in the current catalogue include: 

• Peter Rabbit I Love You Daddy – This heart-warming book is the perfect way to tell Daddy “I love you” on 
Father’s Day, or any other day of the year. Peter Rabbit I Love You Daddy 

• Lego Batman Sticker Super Heroes and Super Villains - Who is the coolest Super hero? Who is the craziest 
Super Villain? With this book you decide! Lego Batman 

• Edge: I HERO: Monster Hunter: Yeti – Exciting, monster based, choose your own destiny adventure story, in 
which you are the hero! Monster Hunter: Yeti 

• Number Puzzles & Games - Test your number skills with this fun-filled book. Contains counting challenges, 
sudoku, number mazes and so much more! Number Puzzles & Games 

• Ronaldo Rules – This book is full of everything a young fan wants to know about Cristiano Ronaldo.  Includes 
lots of quizzes and facts. Ronaldo Rules 

• The World’s Worst Parents – These tales of the most spectacularly silly mums and deliriously daft dads will 
leave you rocking with laughter. The World's Worst Parents 

• The Schoolmaster’s Daughter – A story from Jackie French about education in colonial Australia and how 
women once had to fight for their right to it. The Schoolmaster's Daughter 

• The Impossible Boy – Believe in the impossible…A magical adventure that celebrates friendship, the power of 
imagination and ice cream! The Impossible Boy 

• IQ XOXO Smart Games – Award winning Smart Games is the leader in multi-level games. Featuring 120 
challenges for endless, brain-teasing fun! IQ XOXO Smart Games 

Free shipping on all orders over $40. A small delivery fee applies for orders under $40. 

All books in the current catalogue will arrive in the Redgum warehouse the week commencing Monday 10th August. 

If you have any questions, email Lesley on schools@redgumbookclub.com.au 

 

 

 

https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/redgum
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9780241409213/Peter-Rabbit-I-Love-You-Daddy
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9780241409282/LEGO-Batman-Sticker-Super-Heroes-and-Super-Villains
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9781445169996/EDGE-I-HERO-Monster-Hunter-Yeti
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9781474969338/Number-Puzzles-and-Games
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9781783125333/Ronaldo-Rules
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9780008430306/World-s-Worst-Parents
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9781460757710/Schoolmaster-s-Daughter
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9781786541048/Impossible-Boy
file://nas125e1.actedu.net.au/General/THDP/2020%20Files/2020_Newsletter/IQ%20XOXO%20Smart%20Games
mailto:schools@redgumbookclub.com.au
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Christian Education at Theodore Primary School 

 
 
Community News 

School Holiday Programs: Spring 2020 - 
Communities@work  
https://www.commsatwork.org/services/spring-school-
holiday-programs-2020/ 

The most exciting, fun and reliable School Holiday Programs in Canberra are here! Communities@work Spring School 
Holiday Programs are now open for bookings. We have a full program of fun and exciting activities for your child in 
locations across Canberra and the ACT region. 

Face Masks made by Bonny – For Sale 
• 3-layer cotton masks with filter pocket and nose wire 
• Sizes   medium and large  
• Cost    $8.00 each 
• Purchase  contact Bonny on 0438 828 013  

 

 

https://www.commsatwork.org/services/spring-school-holiday-programs-2020/
https://www.commsatwork.org/services/spring-school-holiday-programs-2020/
https://www.commsatwork.org/services/spring-school-holiday-programs-2020/
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