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Executive News 

It has been fantastic to have preschool to year 4 back at Theodore Primary School! 

I have been so impressed with how settled and ready for learning all students have been right from day 1- well done 
everyone. I am now looking forward to seeing our 5/6 students return in week 6. 
Schoolwide focus on writing 
During remote learning you will have noticed your child have regular writing tasks to complete as part of their daily routine. 
At Theodore, writing is one of our school’s strategic priorities. We are committed to providing engaging and authentic 
writing opportunities, whilst setting personalised goals for improvement for all students.  

This week I was incredibly proud to read the writing from a young gentleman who has been working hard at his writing 
goal. Below is a poem he crafted when working with Mrs Sheehan. Well done Jay! 

The clown had a baby named Cradle, 

His sister was named Nadle. 

They created mischief all night long, 

And did everything wrong. 

They painted the walls, 

And ran up and down the halls. 

When it was time for bed, 

They played golf instead.  

Reports and parent teacher interviews 
Due to the unusual circumstances we have experienced so far in 2020 as a result 

of COVID-19, a condensed version of the mid-year progress reports will be sent home to families in week 1, term 3. Reports 
this year will be shared via email, so please ensure we have your most up-to-date contact details. Please contact our front 
office staff if yours needs updating. Earlier in the year our parent-teacher interviews were unfortunately postponed. I am 
pleased to let you know that we have been able to reschedule online interviews for week 2, term 3. More information on 
this will follow in the coming weeks. 

Enjoy the long weekends 

Nathan Pepper 
Deputy Principal 

 

mailto:Info@theops.act.edu.au
http://www.theops.act.edu.au/
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School News 

Dates to Remember 
29 May Last day of hats on outside (Council recommendation) 
1 June Year 5 & 6 Students return to school 
2 June Reconciliation Day Public Holiday 
8 June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday  

Notes sent out with this issue  
28 May Brave Program (Year 2- 6 students) 
28 May Seasons for Growth 
28 May Scholastic Catalogue Issue 4_Closes 19 June 2020 
28 May Fresh Tastes (Oldest student)  

School Reminders 
• Please remember to bring a drink bottle to school each day 

Positive Behaviour for Learning 

Now that students are returning to school we are excited to annouce we are onto the next stage of our PBL journey. With 

the great success of our free and frequent acknowledgements last year – we are ready to introduce THEOS (pictured 

below) – students will receive THEOS for being being SAFE, RESPECTFUL, LEARNERS and once students receive a certain 

number of THEOS they will be individually rewarded for their efforts. We will share more information about these rewards 

in coming weeks.  

To help remind students of the expecations so they can earn lots of THEOS we will  focus on being SAFE, RESPECTFUL, 

LEARNERS EVERYWHERE over week 6.  
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Preschool News 

It’s unbelievable that it is already Week 5 in Term 2.  It is lovely to see all our children and families 
back at school.  We really did miss all of you.  The children have returned very settled and eager to 
learn in our newly painted and carpeted Preschool building.  Our new outdoor area is becoming very 
well utilised and popular.  We were very fortunate to have all this completed while we were all away.  
Part of the outside area is still fenced off in the hope to give our grass seed a chance to grow.   

Thank you everyone for remembering social distancing and taking on board a few changes that we 
have had to make because of COVID 19.  The children are getting used to helping themselves to their 

‘fruito’ container and they have, for the most part, adjusted to a quick farewell in the mornings.  We also appreciate 
families not sending their children when their child has shown any sign of illness.  We all want to stay healthy and safe. 

An especially huge thank you also goes to all our Preschool families for doing an amazing job of home learning while we 
were all at home.  Through the photos, comments and videos it was obvious that you were doing a fantastic job under 
very difficult times.  It was wonderful to see how engaged and interested the children were in their learning. It was a very 
interesting and, sometimes, challenging time as the teachers all had to learn new skills and a completely different way of 
teaching which was, at times, quite daunting, sometimes embarrassing although very rewarding.  There were many 
bloopers. 

We have started the term with reviewing all the areas that we have previously covered such as the seasons, deciduous 
and evergreen trees, days of the week, shapes, colours, patterning, counting up and down from 10 etc.  Every fortnight 
we concentrate on a couple of letters and what words begin with these sounds or letters and how to write them.  We also 
look at a couple of numbers every fortnight.  When we read a story every day we discuss where we start reading, who the 
author is, the title and the illustrator.  We will keep working on their names, cutting, fine motor and gross motor skills.  
We are reviewing jumping, hopping, galloping and crossing over their midline. The children are encouraged to keep writing 
their name and practise using scissors at home as much as they can. 

Next term, we are hoping to have a hatching ‘egg’ program where we hope to hatch Chicks, maybe Ducks, Guinea fowls 
or even maybe Peacocks. 

Reminders: 

Please remember: 

• a named warm jacket or coat EVERYDAY as we will investigate the outdoor environment unless it is really bad 
weather.  

• to put at least 1 set of spare clothes in your child’s bag including socks and undies to use for messy play or toileting 
accidents. 

• healthy food and water bottles.  
• Fruit/vegetables in a named container for ‘fruito’  
• that names are on EVERYTHING  
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Preschool Photos 
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Kindergarten News 

We have been excited to welcome our 

students back into the classroom this 

week after home learning. Once again, 

we’d like to thank all families for their 

support during the home learning 

period. The engagement with the 

learning materials was fantastic to see. 

Now that we have returned to 

classrooms, we have begun to focus on 

our routines of the day, as well as 

learning how to be Safe, Respectful 

Learners following Theodore’s Positive 

Behaviours for Learning. Students have 

been involved in discussions about ways  

we can be safe in all settings, including 

the classroom, playground and shared 

spaces. We are understanding that to be 

a good learner we need to be listeners, 

ask questions, be involved in class 

discussions, and make mistakes, we 

know that mistakes are how we learn. 

For Science this term we are learning about the weather in our world, we have begun discussing our wonderings and 

recording our ideas through writing and drawing. We have been looking at the changes that take place in our environment 

throughout the seasons and been fascinated with the leaves changing and falling from the trees.  

We are continuing to learn about the letters of the alphabet and Star Words, with students often pointing them out in 

the books that we read in class. We encourage parents to continue working with your children at home to revise the Star 

Words and letters learnt inside the classroom.  

During our writing we are focusing on developing our sentences, writing stamina and adding detail to our writing. Students 

have enjoyed using picture prompts to come up with their sentences each day.  

Annette, Cate, Tori, & Kirsten 
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National Sorry Day 

National Sorry Day is an Australia-wide observance held on 26 May each year. This day gives people the chance to 

come together and share the steps towards healing for the Stolen Generations, their families and communities. 

On Tuesday this week, the staff and students of Theodore Primary School reflected on this significant event through 

story, art, history and culture. The word SORRY was explored in greater depth within our classrooms. What does 

“sorry” really mean? One Love Foundation (2020) suggests that “I’m sorry” carries a lot of weight when it’s genuine… 

To be truly sorry means feeling regret or sorrow over an unfortunate situation and your role in it 

Australia celebrates National Reconciliation Week (NRW) from 27 May to 3 June every year. 

NRW is preceded by National Sorry Day on 26 May – and the public holiday commemorating 

this day will fall on Monday 1 June 2020 (this weekend). The theme for NRW this year is: In 

This Together. Chief Executive Officer, Karen Mundine said, “When we come together to 

build mutual respect and understanding, we shape a better future for all Australians.” How appropriate and timely 

this is when our school is also focusing on RESPECT as part of Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) this week! 

I take this opportunity to acknowledge our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families and community members, 

those past and those who continue to tell us the stories and cultures of our Ngunnawal people. The Theodore staff 

and students commit to commemorating the significant milestones in this reconciliation journey - like National Sorry 

Day and, in greater depth for our older students, the 1967 Referendum acknowledging Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples, and the High Court Mabo decision, respectively. We join former Prime Minister Kevin Rudd (13 

February 2008) in saying: “we are sorry”. We are “in this together”! 

 Mrs Mary Pezzella 

Year 1/2MP Teacher 
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National Simultaneous Storytime Day 

On Wednesday the 27th of May, Theodore Primary School participated in the National Simultaneous Read day. Over 1 

million children in Australia sat down to read ‘Whitney and Britney Chicken Divas’ by Lucinda Gifford, at the same time 

all across the country! Here at Theodore our students listened to the story in different ways. Some teachers read the 

book aloud and then completed some activities including fun chicken art, story recounts and character studies. Our 

5/6’s watched their teachers perform the play on Google Classroom as they are still learning from home until next 

week. We loved participating in the National Simultaneous Read day and look forward to being a part of this great 

activity again next year!  
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 Redgum Book Club 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

We are participating in the Redgum Book Club virtual catalogue this term. Every order will earn resources and books 
for our school. To view the current catalogue open link Redgum Catalogue 

Orders will leave the Redgum warehouse within two days, with free delivery on orders over $40. For orders under $40 
there is a $6.50 delivery fee. 

New Release titles in the current catalogue include: 
• Bluey: The Creek - Bluey is an inexhaustible six-year-old Blue Heeler dog, who loves to play and turns everyday 

family life into extraordinary adventures, developing her imagination as well as her mental, physical and 
emotional resilience. Bluey: The Creek 

• Ruby Red Shoes: My Wonderful Grandmother - There's lots to love about Ruby and Grandmother and they 
will touch the hearts of everyone who has ever had a special relationship with a grandparent.  From Australian 
author, Kate Knapp. Ruby Red Shoes 

• Magnificent Mistakes & Fantastic Failures - Refreshingly simple and delightfully quirky, Magnificent Mistakes 
and Fantastic Failures, will help kids build resilience. From Award Winning Australian Author, Josh Langley. 
Magnificent Mistakes & Fantastic Failures 

• Funny Kid Peeking Duck – Funny Kid is the mega-bestselling series from Australian author-illustrator Matt 
Stanton that’s got everyone laughing! Funny Kid Peeking Duck 

• The Pug Who Wanted to be a Bunny - A funny story with an uplifting message about sibling rivalry. The Pug 
Who Wanted to be a Bunny 

• Slime – The new children’s book from No 1 bestselling author David Walliams, a fantastically funny tale 
illustrated by Tony Ross. Slime 

• Wink - Based on author, Rob Harrell's real-life experiences and packed with his cartoons and illustrations, this 
is a heartbreaking and hilarious story of survival and of finding the music, magic and laughter in all of life's 
weirdness. Wink 

• Crazy Aarons Thinking Putty Mini: Coral Reef – This mini tin of Coral Reef colour block Thinking Putty boasts 
a rich, glittery blue colour but stretch it out by the light to reveal a gorgeous coral pink. Crazy Aarons Thinking 
Putty 

• STEM Hero Astrophysics Jupiter – This STEM kit introduces children into the world of STEM disciplines 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics), through a completely new playful approach! STEM 
Astrophysics 
If you have any questions, email Lesley on schools@redgumbookclub.com.au 

 

 

https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/currentcatalog
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9781760896614/Bluey-The-Creek
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9781460758885/Ruby-Red-Shoes-My-Wonderful-Grandmother
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9781922265692/Magnificent-Mistakes-and-Fantastic-Failures
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9780733340598/Funny-Kid-Peeking-Duck
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9781408361597/The-Pug-Who-Wanted-to-Be-a-Bunny
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9781408361597/The-Pug-Who-Wanted-to-Be-a-Bunny
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9780008349141/Slime
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/9781460758878/Wink
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/CA108/Crazy-Aarons-Thinking-Putty-Mini-Coral-Reef
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/CA108/Crazy-Aarons-Thinking-Putty-Mini-Coral-Reef
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/5291664004052/STEM-HERO-ASTROPHYSICS-JUPITER
https://www.redgumbookclub.com.au/browse/item/5291664004052/STEM-HERO-ASTROPHYSICS-JUPITER
mailto:schools@redgumbookclub.com.au
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Family & Community News 

Seasons for Growth 
Seasons for Growth aims to strengthen the social and emotional wellbeing of children and 
young people (aged 6-18) who are dealing with significant life changes (death, separation, 
divorce or other significant loss) by: 

 • Exploring the impact of the change and loss on everyday life  
• Learning new ways to respond to these changes 
 
This term I will be running Seasons for Growth at the school. If you think your child may benefit from being a part of 
this group – please email, call or text me on the details below.  

Brave Program  
This term I will be running BRAVE with some students, BRAVE is an online, 
psychological program for the treatment of childhood and adolescent anxiety. 

The program was developed by a team of researchers at the University of 
Queensland. BRAVE is based on cognitive behavioural therapy (CBT), the most 
effective method for overcoming anxiety in children and teenagers.  

If you would be interested in your child participating in the program please email, 
call or text me on the details below.  

Playgroup  
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 playgroup will not continue this term. I am hoping to start Playgroup again in term 3. 
But I will keep you all updated.  Thank you for your understanding. 

Bullying NO WAY Day 
Come into the front office and check 
out the wall of hands the students 
created on Bullying NO WAY Day last 
term. 

My contact details  
I can be contacted Mon-Fri between 
8.30am -4.30pm via:  

Email: aimee.shires@ed.act.edu.au 
Phone: 61423100 
Mobile: 0435 512 102 (call or text) 
 

Aimee Shires 
Family & Community Liaison Officer 

mailto:aimee.shires@ed.act.edu.au


LANYON PANTRY
Showing practical love to people in the Lanyon and Tuggeranong community

Emergency relief through the provision of food and 
personal care items is available at Gordon Community 
Centre’s Pantry. Emergency relief is designed to assist 
people in crisis with supplies for 3-4 days. We also provide 
information and can assist with referrals to other services 
for long term support.  

No health care card or pension card required. Access to 
the pantry is limited to a maximum of one visit per month.

For more information visit: anglicare.com.au/gordon 

WHEN 

Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday 10am – 

1pm and 2pm – 4pm

INQUIRIES

For more information 
email: gordon@

anglicare.com.au or 
call (02) 6284 7003 

WHERE

Gordon Community 
Centre, 110 Lewis 

Luxton Avenue 
(opposite the IGA)
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