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03 November 2022 – Term 4
Principal News
Dear Theodore families,
I hope you are all keeping well and enjoying some of the glimpses of warmer weather
we have experienced over the past couple of weeks. I am pleased to report to you
that students from preschool to year 6 have been working especially hard on their
learning and making progress to achieve their personal best. It was a particularly
proud moment for me to hand out so many gold and platinum awards at our week 3
assembly.
Community connections
It has been wonderful seeing so many of you over the past few weeks at the community events we have been able
to hold. The Slicing & Dicing maths evening was a great way to begin the term’s community events and has then
been followed up by the grandparent’s breakfast and ‘Stay and Play’ on Thursday afternoons. We can’t wait for
these events to continue during the second half of the term when we see our 2022 and 2023 preschool families on
Wednesday week 5, the Crescendo concert on Wednesday week 7 and our End of Year concert which is taking
place on Thursday week 9.
Intentions for 2023
Earlier this term you will have received a note asking for your family’s intentions for 2023. This included letting us
know if you will be continuing at Theodore Primary School in 2023 as well as the opportunity to share any
information we might need to know when placing your child/ren in classes for next year. This may include
students who you think your child may or may not work best with in a class setting. When forming classes, the
teaching staff consider many factors to ensure students are in the best setting for them. Students will also have
the opportunity to indicate five students who they would like to be with in a class. We work to ensure that every
student has at least one of these students, but it is not necessarily a given that they will be with all five. Over the
next few weeks executive teachers will also be in contact with some families to arrange transition meetings with a
view to collaboratively develop plans to ensure students have the smoothest possible start to their school year. As
always, I encourage families to keep in communication with the school around this planning.
Year 5/6 leadership
On a final note, I wanted to congratulate our year 5/6 cohort for their ongoing leadership. The students have done
an excellent job of organising the bandanna stall this week along with the mufti day and disco. Well done!
Have a great weekend
Nathan Pepper
Principal
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We are Safe,
Respectful
Learners

Student Pupil Free Day
The ACT Government is supporting all ACT public schools to hold two staff planning days during term 4. These days
will provide public school teachers with time to complete student reporting and curriculum planning.
Our school will hold our staff planning day on: Monday 28th November
Where possible, we ask that students do not attend school on these days. Students who can't stay at home will be
able to attend school and be supervised while undertaking general learning activities.
Please confirm via phone on (02) 6142 3100 or email theodoreps@ed.act.edu.au if your child will be attending
school on this day.

Gordon Community Centre
Pantry Appeal
This year we are supporting Gordon community centre pantry appeal. If
you can donate any items on the wish list, please put them under the
Christmas tree at the front office.
Your generosity makes a difference!
Aimee Shires
Family & Community coordinator Aimee.shires@ed.act.edu.au

The Theodore P&C are excited to bring to you Crazy Camel Fundraisers. This fundraiser is a welcomed
incentive to have our children's artwork on a tangible item that we can use, bring with us place to place
and always remember the special moments of our child's primary school years!

Orders are due by 4 November.
These items are great gifts for Christmas! Nan, Pop, aunts and uncles, mums and dads. Everyone will love
these personalised gifts, making Christmas time that extra bit special.
All our fundraising initiatives provide our school with much
needed funds in areas such as school supplies, upgrades to the
school yard, support teacher extras and help show support in
areas such as year 6 graduation gifts to name a few.

If you would like to view any of the items first-hand, you can visit
the school library where there is a display of most the items.
Thank you for your continued support and we hope you enjoy your personalised gifts from Crazy Camel
Fundraisers!

Theodore Primary School P&C

Theodore Primary School would like to say

For their ongoing donations of fresh fruit, yoghurt, milk, bread and more for our breakfast club, snacks for
the front office and pancake mix for grandparents’ day breakfast.

We are so thankful for your generosity.

Congratulations to the students who will be awarded PBL Awards

Bronze Award
Kindy

Gavin J
Luke TW

Yr 1/2

Liliana C

Yr 3/4

Jason T

Yr 5/6

Charlie A

Ariya S
Madi G

Kobe G
Easton W

Abdur Rahman N

Tilly-Rae M
Tino G

Silver Awards
Kindy

Indiana D
William H

Thomas W

Isla B

Nate G

Ivy D

Yr 1/2

Ryan S
Brendan P

Rafay K

Kaiden W

Jack G

Yr 3/4

Fergus C

Ethan H

Dominic Y

Koby G

Yr 5/6

Harrison C
Lawrence C

James G

Maria C

Cathy C

Brendan L

Mayson ES

Gold Awards
Yr 1/2
Yr 3/4

Isla M
Alaric J

Elsie L
Tyra O

Matthew B
Tanner D

William P

Kardel P

Yr 5/6

Holly T
Declan T
Maddie F

Hugo T
Cody S
Jordyn L

Valentina M
Edward B
Madison G

Amelia J
Haylee B
Zoe M

William WM
Sophie L

Platinum Award
Yr 3/4

Finlay F
Alyssa H

Jax D
Dixie-Lee H

Matilda M
Sophie M
McKaylee K Ellie R Rayyan N

Ruby M
Xander S

Special places
Kindergarten children have started travelling the world and exploring special places and events. The first country
they visited was India, with Miss Lucas and the Banksias transforming their classroom for a Diwali celebration on
Monday 17th October. Preman and Raksika wore traditional clothing and shared information about how they
celebrate Diwali. Students then created their own rangoli using coloured sand. It was a very special and memorable
experience.
In the coming weeks, the Bees and Butterflies will also be transforming their classrooms into special places around
the world for the students to visit.

Maths
Students are extending their knowledge of numbers up to 20, with some students
exploring numbers beyond 20. They have been working on open-ended questions such as
“How can we count the counters?” and “How many ways can you make the number 15?”.
We will also be starting a data unit where students will be answering yes/no questions to
collect information and make inferences about the data they collect.
Literacy
Each class has been basing their reading and writing lessons on class books that integrate into our inquiry about
special places.
KH “Where are You From?” by Emmaline Marvig
KL “Mirror” by Jeannie Baker
KB “Where the Forest Meets the Sea” by Jeannie Baker
Gross Motor
Students have been excited to participate in sport rotations that have been coordinated by year 5/6 students. They
have been working on the skills of catching, kicking, running and jumping.
BASE
Well done to all students on their participation and growth in BASE assessments this year. BASE reports are
expected to be available to families at the end of the term.
Kenny Koala
Preschool and Kindergarten students showed great excitement in meeting Kenny Koala in week 3! He engaged
students in conversations about road and car safety.

Lost property
Children are reminded to place their jumpers and other belongings in their bag or on their bag hook. When a
named item is found out of place, they are returned to students. If your child is missing their unnamed jumper, it
may be at the front office in lost property.

Wellbeing Wednesday
Christmas tips and supports
If you or your child need someone to talk to over the holiday period, please contact one of the support services
below.
Lifeline
Contact: 131114 for 24/7 for crisis support and suicide prevention services
Crisis Support. Suicide Prevention. Lifeline is a national Charity providing all Australians experiencing a personal
crisis with access to a 24 hour crisis support and suicide prevention service.
Visit website: https://www.lifeline.org.au/

Kids’ helpline
Contact: 1800 55 1800
24/7 private and confidential phone and online counselling service for young people aged 5 to 25.
Visit website: https://kidshelpline.com.au/

Beyond Blue
Contact: 1300 22 4636
Call 24/7 for advice, referral and support from a trained mental health professional.
Visit website: https://www.beyondblue.org.au/get-support/get-immediate-support

MensLine Australia
Contact: 1300 78 99 7824/7 telephone and online support
MensLine Australia is a telephone and online counselling service for men with emotional health and relationship concerns.
They are available to help anywhere, anytime.
Visit website: https://mensline.org.au/

Suicide Call Back Service
Contact: 1300 659 467 24/7 free counselling
Suicide Call Back Service is a nationwide service that provides professional 24/7 telephone and online counselling to people
who are affected by suicide. 24/7 free counselling and support for people at risk of suicide, carers and bereaved.
Visit website: https://www.suicidecallbackservice.org.au

Headspace
Contact: 1800 650 890
Support and information for young people 12-25 for mental health concerns.
Visit website: https://headspace.org.au/

Westlund Counselling by Meridian (formerly AIDS Action Council)
Contact: (02) 6257 2855
Counselling and mental health support for LGBTIQ+ individuals, families, and allies.
Visit website: http://www.westlund.org.au

Relationships Australia
Contact: 1300 364 277
Relationship support services for individuals, families and communities
Visit website: https://www.relationships.org.au/

Wellbeing Wednesday
Christmas tips and supports
Women’s Health Counselling
Contact: 5124 1787
Short, medium and long-term counselling on a range of issues is available.
Visit website: https://health.act.gov.au/services-and-programs/women-youth-and-children/womenshealth/womens-health-service
Victim Support
Contact: (02) 6205 2066 or 1800 8222 72
Offers counselling to anyone who has been affected by domestic violence.
Visit website: https://www.victimsupport.act.gov.au/what-we-do/the-victim-services-scheme/counselling
Menslink
Contact: (02) 6287 2226
Work with young men offering counselling and mentoring.
Visit website: https://menslink.org.au/
QLife
Contact: 1800 184 527
3 pm - midnight, everyday phone, and online service. This service is anonymous and free for LGBTI peer support
and for people in Australia wanting to talk about sexuality, identity, gender, bodies, feelings or relationships.
Visit website: https://qlife.org.au/
MindMap – ACT Youth Portal
Young Canberrans can find service information that is appropriate
for their needs in a safe and anonymous way. It helps navigate
services in a practical way and provides information on expected
wait times, how to access services, as well as advising if a referral
is required.
MindMap is available 24/7 to find service support and information.
It is also staffed with Youth Navigators by lead organisation
Marymead between noon and 11 pm, seven days a week. The
portal has almost 300 online resources in relation to mental health
and wellbeing, about understanding mental health challenges,
strategies, and best practice resources available through multiple
websites.
Visit the website: www.mindmap.act.gov.au
Aimee Shires
Family & Community coordinator
Aimee.shires@ed.act.edu.au

